
 
 

1 
 

THE PREMIER ACADEMY 

 

Covid-19 Statement: Behaviour Policy 2020 
 
 
At The Premier Academy we aim to maintain a secure, caring and stimulating environment in 
which children are encouraged to have respect for themselves and each other. Whilst the 
expectations in the Academy’s Behaviour Policy remain pertinent, it is necessary, in light of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, to make some adjustments for the safety of all children and staff. The 
underlying premise is “COVID - safety first.” These adjustments are set out below.  
 
Arrivals, Departures  
Children will enter the Academy through their designated entrance, wearing their mask (optional 
for Reception) and in some cases, their visor. Children will enter individually and after passing 
through the thermal scanner, will go straight to their designated bubble classroom, keeping a 
safe distance from any other individual. There will be markers on the floors to support children 
with social distancing.  
 
If a day is designated a ‘wet entry’ day, children will go directly to their classroom and have their 
temperature checked there. 
 
At home time, children will be collected from their designated exit. They will leave one at a time 
when their collecting parent/carer reaches the front of the class line outside of the exit door, 
again keeping their distance using the markers on the floors as a guide. Parents and children 
will wear masks. 
 

Arrival to Class and Collection Preparation 

Movement will be calm and orderly for all staff, parents and children. 

On arrival children will go to their peg and then directly to their desks after having their hands 

sanitised using in class sanitiser.  

Children will place their masks in the named bags provided and place them into their trays.  

They will put their named allocated face visor on and spend the day in them. They may wear their 

mask or swap between them if preferred. 

Morning tasks will be in place to allow children to settle quickly and quietly. All staff to maintain a 

positive and welcoming environment: they smile, make eye contact and remain calm and 

consistent – avoiding over-excitability.  

In preparation for collection at the end of the day, teachers ensure that all children are prepared 

for collection in their masks. 

Classrooms must have all blinds down with one adult at the collection point (the outside door) 

ready to identify the next parent in the line and call for the relevant child to come from their desk 

(other than Reception) for collection.  
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During collection time children to be managed by the second adult to have appropriate focused 

tasks to remain quiet, calm and seated. Parents will follow guidance to queue where indicated at 

the designated pick up point. 

Should there be any issues during the day that would warrant a parent being spoken to, this 

should ideally be communicated prior to collection by phone or if necessary, a word at the door to 

say an email or phone call will follow that afternoon.  

If a parent wishes to discuss anything at collection, they will be directed to either email in their 

request or request a time for the teacher to call after all children have been released. Parents 

should be asked to email admin@tpamk.co.uk stating the name of their child and the matter they 

would like to discuss with the teacher. 

Moving Around the Academy 

Movement around the Academy will be limited. When the children leave their classroom to go 

outside for break, lunch or outdoor learning, they will follow the markers on the floor to ensure they 

stay a safe distance from peers and adults. Children will be led by an adult from their classroom 

on their designated route.  

Pupils will be allowed to have breaks within their bubble, outside (weather permitting) where they 

will be able to remove masks. Should a child not be able to follow instructions whilst outside then 

they will miss outside activity until they can demonstrate an understanding of the expectations and 

show a commitment to following instructions to keep everybody safe. 

 
Handwashing and Hygiene 
Children will be expected to follow all handwashing and hygiene routines while in the Academy.  
Children will wash hands/use antibacterial gel before entering the Academy, before and after 
eating and at regular intervals during the day.  
 
Children and adults are required to wear visors or face masks in the building (other than 
Reception and when eating). 
   

Children will follow the catch it, bin it, kill it, rule when in the Academy; if they need to cough or 
sneeze, they should use a tissue or crook of their arm and then to wash or gel their hands.  
Children will be reminded not to touch their face, mouth, nose or eyes during the day. 
 

Should a child refuse to follow these routines, sanctions and disciplinary procedures will be 
considered. 
 

Social Distancing 
Children will be expected to socially distance from their peers and adults in the Academy and on 
the playground/field at all times. Children in years 1-6 will have a designated seat with individual 
tables spaced equally distant from other child and adult tables. When children enter their 
classroom, they will be expected to go straight to their table and nowhere else in the room. They 
will wear either a visor or mask at all times within the classroom, other than during snack time. 
Children will put their hand up if they need an adult’s support. They will not get out of their seats. 
Should a child refuse to follow these rules, sanctions and disciplinary procedures will be 
considered. 
 

mailto:admin@tpamk.co.uk
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We understand that social distancing will be more difficult for younger children and they will be 
encouraged wherever possible through management of activities and the environment to keep a 
distance from peers and adults. However, we understand this will often not be possible.  
 
Toilets 
Children will be encouraged to use the toilet facilities whilst maintaining social distancing. 
However, we recognise that this may not always be possible and therefore children other than 
Reception will be required to wear a mask or visor when using the facilities. When a child has 
finished in the toilet, they will wash their hands thoroughly. 
 

Break and Lunch Times 
Classes have allocated eating times, managed by Eat ‘n Hall staff and bubble adults. 
 

 Children will have a designated place to play during break and lunch times.  

 Games will be carefully selected to not need equipment. 

 Children will be expected to remain socially distant from both peers and adults during 
play and break times.  

 Children must stay in their designated area at all times. 

 Children will wear masks when entering and leaving Eat ‘n Hall. They will be removed 
whilst eating. Personalised water bottles will be brought over by adults from the 
children’s respective classrooms. 

 Children will eat at their table in their own space.  

 They will not get out of their seats.  

 Children will be fully supervised by their bubble adults at all times. 
 

Rewards 
The house point and credit systems will continue to be in use and adults will record and collate 

these electronically. Adults welcome opportunities to praise individuals for good work, attitude 

or good behaviour. Praise and encouragement will be used as much as possible.  All staff will 

have access to their year group recording system and mobile phones can be used to allocate 

both credits and house points during the day. 

Sanctions 
Should behavioural problems arise the teacher, or other adult present, will aim to de-escalate the 

situation calmly and kindly (which may mean an alternative choice of activity, an opportunity for 

some time out or a conversation outside of the classroom). 

All teachers will ensure that resources such as mindfulness sheets are available in class should 

they be needed to de-escalate in a classroom environment. 

Teachers will not ‘pop’ other bubbles across school, including their own year group: If a child’s 
behaviour is suggesting that a break from the room would be useful for them or others, an adult 
should go with them to one of the Quiet Rooms and allow the child to use the mindfulness 
resources provided. 
 

Due to the need to maintain autonomous bubbles, the management of inappropriate behaviour will 

need to be strict. If a child fails to respond to adult re-direction, this will be treated as unsafe 

behaviour and will be reported to senior staff for consideration as to whether the child can continue 

to be catered for. If the decision is made to provide the child with an opportunity to improve, the 
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child’s parent / carer will be informed of the behaviour giving cause for concern and required to 

support improvement by appropriate messaging, incentives and sanctions as appropriate. 

If behaviour is deemed high risk, for example, refusal to adhere to safety measures, such as hand 

washing, social distancing, remaining in their bubble or other behaviours that put themselves or 

others at risk, the following disciplinary procedures and sanctions will be considered: 

1. Referral to the SENDCo and Behaviour Lead to support change 

2. Referral to the Head of Education and CEO to support change or confirm 

requirements / actions 

3. Parents/Carers called to collect the child from school immediately 

4. Immediate swap from onsite education offer to online/virtual education offer 

5. Fixed term exclusion 

6. Permanent exclusion 
 
SEND 
The SENDCo is responsible for determining in partnership with parents, whether a child with 
SEND requires a more personalised approach to behaviour support or management. This could 
for example take the form of a flexible timetable or a personalised support or reward plan. 
 
Positive Handling and Restraint 
There can be times when a child’s behaviour requires physical support from a staff member 
to ensure the child’s own safety, and the safety of other children and staff, or to ensure that 
property is not seriously damaged. This can require the use of physical intervention.  
 
Staff members are fully trained in positive handling and restraint techniques, however this is 
avoided as much as possible and even more so during the COVID-19 epidemic. In the case 
of a child being at risk, putting others at risk or damaging property the child will be contained 
as safely as possible for all concerned and the child’s parent / carer contacted to collect their 
child immediately.  
 
The situation will be reviewed by the CEO and a decision will be made based on the safety of 
the child and the other children and staff as to whether the onsite education offer will be 
withdrawn and replaced with the online/virtual educational offer for the child.   
 
Consistency of Approach 
It is important that everyone has high expectations and follows the behaviour procedures. How 

adults remind children to maintain appropriate behaviour when required is key to de-escalating 

potential flash points. 

Expectations must be clear and revisited on a regular basis to ensure correct behaviour becomes 

a matter of habit. 

 


